FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

VOTER REGISTRATION GROUP HEADCOUNT
ALIGNS WITH ARTISTS RANGING FROM
JACK JOHNSON TO MEGADETH

MUSICIANS JOIN LONGTIME HEADCOUNT SUPPORTER DAVE MATTHEWS BAND IN
NATIONWIDE EFFORT TO REGISTER 100,000 VOTERS IN 2008

NEW YORK- A diverse array of artists ranging from Jack Johnson and John Mayer to Foo Fighters
and Megadeth have joined forces with the nonpartisan voter registration group HeadCount
(www.HeadCount.org) to sign up new voters at their concerts this year. My Morning Jacket, Santana,
Wilco, Ani DiFranco and The Decemberists have also become aligned with the organization, joining
longtime supporters such as Dave Matthews Band, The Allman Brothers Band and members of The
Grateful Dead and Phish. HeadCount’s army of volunteers will stage voter registration drives at over
1,000 concerts this year, with a goal of registering at least 100,000 voters.

The non-profit group will have a presence at every U.S. concert on the Dave Matthews Band, Jack
Johnson and John Mayer summer tours. “I believe we all have a responsibility to make our voices
heard where we can, and encourage others to do the same,” said Dave Matthews. “We have worked
with HeadCount since its beginning, and are very glad to see that other artists are now supporting the
organization.” HeadCount registered 12,161 voters at Dave Matthews Band shows in the summer of
2004, an all-time record for a single concert tour.

“l can’t think of a better reason to put on a concert than to bring people together to create positive
change,” said Jack Johnson, who recently launched a social action campaign called “All at Once”
(www.allatonce.orq). “Registering to vote is a key component to our ‘All At Once’ message and we are
very excited to have HeadCount on tour with us.”

HeadCount is the only national organization focused on registering voters at concerts, and will stage
the largest event-based voter registration drive in the U.S. “There’s a deep connection between music
and politics that we are trying to harness,” said Andy Bernstein, Executive Director of HeadCount.
“Youth turnout more than doubled in the primaries. The same young people who go to concerts are
turning out to the polls in record numbers.”

HeadCount volunteer “street teams” can already be seen at concerts throughout the U.S., signing up
voters on the recent Foo Fighters and Wilco tours, and at Ani DiFranco and Megadeth concerts this
month. “Welcoming HeadCount is something we, as artists, can do to make a difference,” said Colin
Meloy of The Decemberists, who has been hosting HeadCount volunteers on his current solo tour.
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HeadCount will also send voter registration teams to more than a dozen major festivals including The
Bonnaroo Music & Arts Festival, Virgin Festival, and Farm Aid. The organization has registered
60,000 voters in the last four years, through a force of several thousand volunteers spread throughout
the U.S. It first gained acclaim when former Grateful Dead guitarist Bob Weir, who sits on the
organization’s board of directors, broke years of stage silence and began stepping to the microphone
each night to implore fans to visit HeadCount tables and register to vote.

Since then, HeadCount has diversified its lineup and looked more toward mainstream acts that appeal
to the target demographic of 18 to 29 year olds, such as college rock phenomenon O.A.R. who became
affiliated with HeadCount in 2006. The organization also remains aligned with dozens grassroots-
oriented artists who have been involved since the beginning, including Sound Tribe Sector 9, moe.,
and Umphrey’s McGee. Marc Brownstein, bass player for the popular electronic rock band The Disco
Biscuits, helped found the organization in 2004, and remains its co-chair.

“We’ve seen this develop from just being an idea to something that has widespread support across the
entire music industry,” said Brownstein. “We’re working with small acts, huge acts, and everything in
between, but the common thread is that all of them have very strong connections with their fans.
That’s something we tap to get entire communities thinking about voting and registering to vote.”
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FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT GIANT NOISE:

David Cirilli Colin Wells
dave@qgiantnoise.com wells@giantnoise.com
(917) 750-6862 (646) 528-8305

HeadCount is a 501c3 non-partisan organization dedicated to registering voters and inspiring participation in democracy
through the power of music . Since its inception in 2004, the organization has registered over 60,000 voters, more than any
volunteer-run organization in the U.S. It's board of directors includes Bob Weir of the Grateful Dead, other well-known
musicians, and the very top managers, promoters and media publishers in the live music community.

More information can be found at www.headcount.org
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